Regional Infrastructure Initiative (RII)

A SURA Initiative to Advance Connectivity

Background: In the mid-1980s, the Southeastern Universities Research Association (SURA) used a $1.4M NSF grant to develop a prototype network using commercial transmission lines that linked campuses in the Southeast to each other and to the NSF’s supercomputer backbone network.  With an additional $3.7M Phase II NSF grant, SURA’s information technology program, SURAnet, had connected more than 300 sites, expanding the academic and research communities to government and private industry sites by the end of 1992.  SURAnet rapidly became recognized as the primary Internet carrier in the Southeast as its phenomenal growth brought clear economies of scale to its network users and to the region.  The sale in 1995 of SURAnet to private industry for a net gain of ~$15M is the ultimate exemplar of successful technology transfer.  Recognizing that information technology is the basis for the continued growth of the South in education and research, economic development, and in the delivery of services, SURA’s expertise can help ensure that the South is positioned to compete nationally and internationally in a rapidly emerging technology based economy.

Goal: The SURA Regional Infrastructure Initiative (RII) is an opportunity for the region to lead in the deployment and development of new networking technologies and applications and to help shape the emerging national network of the future.  The main goal of the SURA RII is to provide cost effective advanced network services for education and research, economic development and service delivery across the entire South including rural areas where such services, if existent, traditionally lag behind in terms of quality and quantity.

Proposal: To accomplish this goal, SURA proposes the development of creative public-private partnerships with state agencies and corporate entities that own or control network infrastructure assets.  The collective leadership of governors, university presidents, network technologists, federal, state, and local legislators, and private business leaders will be crucial to the success of this initiative.  Over the past year, SURA has identified and has been approached by potential corporate partners who share SURA’s vision to shape the national network of the future.

SGA Opportunity: SURA seeks the commitment of the Southern Governors Association (SGA) to actively support and participate with SURA and its partners to strengthen the science capacity of the South by taking a leadership role in the planning and implementation of RII.  Governors can specifically support this initiative by:

· Identifying state assets (e.g., roadway and utility rights of way and existing state owned fiber) that could be integrated into a larger regional infrastructure;

· Developing creative uses of state and local tax credits and economic development zones as incentives for the development of telecommunications facilities in high need and rural areas; and,

· Lobbying for new federal dollars in support of advanced networking infrastructure and services for our collective constituents.

