
Widespread Support for AT&T-SURA Collaboration Agreement

“The fiscal health and economic viability of the south and the nation is dependent on our ability to create a world-class environment for educating our children and our workforce. AT&T's commitment to assist the nation's higher education community in creating a new networking infrastructure dedicated to research and education is a great example of a public-private partnership aimed at securing our nation's leadership role in scientific research and education." 

Mark Warner, Governor of Virginia, Chairman, Southern Governors’ Association

~ ~ ~

“This new resource will help take cutting edge work underway at leading universities, including UT-Austin, Texas A&M, Rice, U of Houston, and Baylor, to new breakthroughs and unprecedented research that has the potential to change the way we live.”

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX)

~ ~ ~

“We are extremely pleased that AT&T is taking this innovative approach in collaboration with SURA.  This agreement is a very important step in helping to realize a vision for a new national optical networking capability for research and education – a vision that has been clearly articulated by SURA’s most prominent institutional leaders.”
Mark Emmert, Chancellor, Louisiana State University, and Chair, SURA Council of Presidents

~ ~ ~

“This commitment from AT&T is a significant step towards creating the next generation optical networking facilities that are critical to the future of research and education across the United States. I applaud SURA’s leadership in securing this commitment on behalf of its membership in the Southeast and their research partners around the country.”

Douglas Van Houweling, President and CEO of Internet2

~ ~ ~

“SURA’s collaboration with AT&T is a valuable complement to National LambdaRail’s optical network infrastructure, providing critical resources in establishing regional optical networks. These regional networks will be a critical success factor in enabling optical networking capabilities for the widest possible audience.”  

Tracy Futhey, Vice President of Information Technology and Chief Information Officer at Duke University and chair of the NLR Board of Directors

~ ~ ~

“AT&T has always had the best network and now they are rolling up their sleeves to help enable the new grid technologies in this team collaboration. SURA’s commitment to playing a leadership role in creating a new critical infrastructure of fiber assets that could be made broadly available to the national research and education community via the USAWaves National Buyers Cooperative was critical.” 

Ed Fantegrossi, Chairman of Geographic Network Affiliates International

~ ~ ~

“On behalf of CANARIE I congratulate SURA on this very exciting initiative.  Both SURA and AT&T should be particularly commended for their foresight and vision in making possible such a motivating project.  Not only will the GridFiber program have significant impact on the future of research and education in the southern states, but more importantly, it will have far reaching benefits for the next generation of businesses and industry who will be dependent on this future architecture being pioneered by SURA and AT&T.”

Bill St. Arnaud, Senior Director of Advanced Networks for CANARIE

~ ~ ~

“This is a far sighted and ground-breaking partnership that will enable a new world of opportunities to use broadband networks to bring top quality health care and public health services to rural areas, and to universities, hospitals and other research institutions throughout the region and beyond to directly participate in leading-edge scientific and medical research programs.” 

Ron Johnson, Vice President and Vice Provost of the University of Washington

~ ~ ~

“This decade, e-science will generate terabytes – and petabytes – of research data that must routinely move back and forth among colleagues at universities and government institutions.  E-scientists must have guaranteed bandwidth, latency, and deterministic throughput on their networks, just as they must know exactly when they can analyze data on a supercomputer or where they can reliably store data.  E-scientists want to take advantage of advanced Internet protocols and switching implementations that are currently under development but not yet in use on the general shared Internet.  Powered by appropriate application-centric middleware over dedicated wavelengths connecting key cities, the AT&T donation of 8,000 miles of fiber to SURA will be a resource that will accelerate our scientific community’s ability to undertake important research by accessing enormous amounts of data regionally, nationally and globally.”

Tom DeFanti, Director of the Electronic Visualization Laboratory (EVL), Maxine Brown, Associate Director of EVL, and Joe Mambretti, Director of the International Center for Advanced Internet Research (iCAIR), StarLight management

~ ~ ~

“This is a major step towards the next generation of networks and Grid systems, enabling thousands of high energy physicists, astrophysicists and scientists in many other data intensive fields to access, process and analyze Petabyte-scale data, both within the US and internationally, leading to the next round of discoveries. By using USAWaves in regions of the US complementary to the National LambdaRail, scientists throughout the nation will be able to partner with international optical network projects such as DataTAG, UltraLight, Netherlight, Translight and UKlight to achieve their frontier science goals while at the same time building a new class of global networks combining static provisioning and dynamically  constructed optical paths, in ways that could revolutionize our ability to share data and communicate in many walks of life.”

Harvey Newman, Professor Physics, Caltech, Chair, Standing Committee on Inter-regional Connectivity, International Committee on Future Accelerators

