Southern eCorridors Project

Southern Governors’ Association

Southern States High Performance Network Grid

The Goal:

Every person, organization and community in the South should have the capability, at a reasonable cost, to produce and access high volume information and services in the networked world.

The Challenge:

An accessible fiber optic and network infrastructure is now as critical as water, power and roads for the health of a community, yet is not available in many parts of the South.  With the downturn in the communications sector, this challenge is significantly greater to these communities that hope to succeed in the global, networked economy.

The Benefits:

With greater Internet/broadband access, telecommunications competition and high performance networking infrastructure, every state would see real benefits to their economies and quality of life through:

· Lower costs for broadband access with benefits to state and local governments as well as the private sector;

· Greater collaborative capabilities between major research institutions in the South to foster advances in science and technology;

· Enhanced capacity to strengthen and economize the value of the Internet in school classrooms;

· Revitalized economic development strategies and venture capital formation for small and rural communities; and,

· More sophisticated and efficient communications linkages to advance public health and safety and homeland security.

The Approach:

Development of a Southern States High Performance Network Grid can be achieved by:

· Obtaining participation from the necessary public and private stakeholders;

· Coordinating federal, state and local funding and resources to provide the resources for an estimated five-year, $75 million investment; and,

· Developing a shared vision that encompasses economic development, the competitiveness of research universities in the Southern states, and the deployment of advanced communications technologies.

The SGA Opportunity:

With a coordinated vision and strategy, the Southern Governors’ Association can work with the Southeastern Universities Research Association (SURA) to facilitate the “Southern eCorridors Project” by:

· Developing plans for a fiber optic grid to connect the major regions of the South, focused on advanced technology and science applications;

· Providing a framework to evaluate federal funding requests and influencing investments to maximize returns to the Southern states; and,

· Working with private sector and government stakeholders to plan and implement viable solutions.

