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September 30, 2009

Ms. Elizabeth L. Lawson

Chief of Strategic Services and Corporate Secretary
Southeastern Universities Research Association
Secretary, Jefferson Science Associates

1201 New York Avenue, NW

Suite 430

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms Lawson:

I am writing in support of the University of Regina’s application for full membership in the South-
eastern Universities Research Association (SURA). Professors George Lolos and Zisis Papandreou
of the SPARRO research group at the University of Regina are spearheading this application. This
group is a major player, if not the major player, in the GlueX Experiment at Jefferson Lab. I was
the founding Spokesperson of the GlueX Collaboration at Jefferson Lab until 2007, and, until my
retirement in mid-2008, I was also a SURA Trustee-at-Large.

In 1998, the GlueX Collaboration started putting together the physics case and experimental design
for the so-called GlueX experiment to search for a new family of exotic mesons that are expected
to result from the excitations of the gluonic flux-tube binding quark and anti-quark within mesons.
Phenomenological guidance suggests that linearly polarized photons are ideal to both produce and
identify these exotic mesons. An energy upgraded CEBAF electron accelerator (from the current
6 GeV to 12 GeV) will allow the production of the requisite photon beam. Over the last decade,
the design of the GlueX detector and associated hall (Hall D) has matured and construction has
begun in earnest. Arguably, GlueX is the flagship physics that drove and still motivates the 12
GeV Upgrade project at JLab.

George and Zisis and their group joined the project soon after the formation of the collaboration.
They took on the most ambitious detector sub-system in the experiment the lead/scintillating-
fiber electromagnetic barrel calorimeter. Not only does the detector present a real challenge in



construction and quality control of all the components, but in addition the readout is non-trivial.
The entire device sits in the magnetic field of the GlueX solenoid. To this end, the Regina group
partnered with SensL in Ireland, to develop silicon PMs as field-resistant photosensors for the
calorimeter. During my tenure as Visiting Fellow at Jefferson, from mid-2006 to mid-2008, I
worked closely with the Regina group on various aspects of their detector and spent some time
in the sunny (albeit chilly) climes of Regina to work with George, Zisis and their group. I saw
first-hand the dedication of the group and the impressive infrastructure they have developed at
their university, with the clear and strong support of the university administration. It was also
gratifying to see how involved University of Regina undergraduates are in the GlueX project. This
is an exciting time, especially as the real construction of calorimeter modules begins.

Not only does the Regina group play an absolutely essential role in the construction of equip-
ment, but the group also brings energy to the leadership of the project in the roles of Deputy
Spokesperson, Collaboration Board Chair and Collaboration Board membership.

The quality of Regina University and its commitment to the support of Jefferson Lab research,
the obviously high esteem the Canadian funding agencies have for the SPARRO group, and the
contributions of that group to the GlueX project and Jefferson Lab, all contribute to the strong
case to be made for Reginas membership in SURA.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide any further information.
Sincerely,
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Alex R. Dzierba
Chancellor’s Professor of Physics (Emeritus)
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Dear Elizabeth Lawson,

I am writing to support the admission of the University of Regina into SURA. The
Nuclear Physics group at Regina has a long history at Jefferson Lab. They were involved in
equipment design and consruction at the start of Jefferson Lab and are currently one of the major
groups involved in GlueX and HallD. Geroge Lolos serves as the Deputy Spokesperson of the
GlueX experiment and Zisis Papandreou serves on the Collaboration Board. They are also
currently building the “Barrel Calorimeter” for GlueX. This is the largest detector component of
GlueX, and may well be one of the largest detector components for a Jlab experiment built
outside of Jefferson Lab.

In order to be able to carry out this construction, the group enjoys very strong support
from their university administration as well as a strong endoresement from the Canadian funding
agencies. There is no question that the long-term interest of the Regina group lies at Jlab. Given
their high level of activity in the future programs at Jlab as well as the work they have done since
the beginning of physics, they would be a natural group to join SURA. I strongly suport their
admission.

Please do not hestitate to contatct me if you have questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Coe A Mo

Curtis A. Meyer
Professor of Physics
GlueX Spokesperson
APS Fellow



