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SURA Partner in NSF Funded National Cyberinfrastucture Project 
 
Washington, DC – A partnership of 17 institutions today announced the Extreme Science and 
Engineering Discovery Environment (XSEDE).  XSEDE will be the most advanced, powerful, and robust 
collection of integrated advanced digital resources and services in the world. 
 
Scientists and engineers use these resources and services—supercomputers, collections of data, and new 
tools—to propel scientific discovery and improve our lives.  They are a crucial part of research in fields 
like coastal science, earthquake engineering, materials science, medicine, epidemiology, genomics, 
astronomy, and physics. 
 
“Enabling scientific discovery though enhanced researcher productivity is our goal, and XSEDE’s 
ultimate reason for being,” explained Barry Schneider, a program director in the Office of 
Cyberinfrastructure at the National Science Foundation.  NSF will fund the XSEDE project for five years, 
at $121 million.  
 
“SURA is proud to be a part of this exciting partnership,” said Jerry P. Draayer, SURA’s President & 
CEO.  “As a consortium of over 60 universities, we look forward to contributing to XSEDE’s success at 
enabling greater research productivity and expanding the scope of the scientific community engaged with 
XSEDE services and resources.”  SURA is a key partner in XSEDE outreach and education services, 
charged with engaging new communities; delivering regional training events; and providing targeted deep 
engagement and community building for researchers from underrepresented groups and Minority Serving 
Institutions.  Linda Akli serves as the SURA principal investigator (PI). 
 
XSEDE will replace and expand the TeraGrid project that started more than a decade ago.  “The TeraGrid 
really helped invent the concept of having digital resources like supercomputers, tools, and expertise 
spread across the country and allowing researchers to easily use them,” said John Towns of the University 
of Illinois’s National Center for Supercomputing Applications. Towns will lead the XSEDE project and 
also had a variety of roles in the TeraGrid project. 
 
“This is much more than just the same old resources that TeraGrid offered,” Towns said. “XSEDE will 
take the next step by lowering technological barriers to access and use.  We are creating a distributed 
cyberinfrastructure in which researchers can establish private, secure environments that have all the 
resources, services, and collaboration support they need to be productive.” 
 
XSEDE will provide an array of services to ensure that researchers can make the most of the 
supercomputers and tools.  This will include outreach to new communities that haven’t traditionally used 
cyberinfrastructure and other digital services.  It will also include advanced support for very large, 
complicated, or novel uses of XSEDE resources. 
 

http://www.sura.org/�


Initially, XSEDE will support 16 supercomputers across the country.  It also includes other specialized 
digital resources and services to complement these computers.  These resources will be expanded 
throughout the lifetime of the project.  
 
The XSEDE partnership includes:  University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Carnegie Mellon 
University/University of Pittsburgh, University of Texas at Austin, University of Tennessee Knoxville, 
University of Virginia, Shodor Education Foundation, Southeastern Universities Research Association, 
University of Chicago, University of California San Diego, Indiana University, Purdue University, 
Cornell University, Ohio State University, University of California Berkeley, Rice University, and the 
National Center for Atmospheric Research. It is led by the University of Illinois’s National Center for 
Supercomputing Applications.  
 
 

# # # 
 
The Southeastern Universities Research Association (SURA) is a consortium of over 60 leading research institutions 
in the southern United States and the District of Columbia established in 1980 as a non-stock, nonprofit 
corporation. SURA serves as an entity through which colleges, universities, and other organizations may cooperate 
with one another, and with government and industry in acquiring, developing, and using laboratories and other 
research facilities and in furthering knowledge and the application of that knowledge in the physical, biological, 
and other natural sciences and engineering. For more information, visit www.sura.org. 
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