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Statement of SURA President & CEO on Governor Kaine’s Biennial Budget  
 

 
SURA applauds Governor Kaine’s leadership in advocating for a strong investment in research in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia.  By complementing a federal commitment of $310 million for an 
upgrade of the particle accelerator at Jefferson Lab with a generous $7.5 million state investment, 
the governor is sending a strong signal that the Commonwealth promotes world class science and 
the education of another generation of well-trained scientists and engineers. Investments of this type 
have proven time and again to have a strong and lasting impact on the local as well as the state 
economy – as clearly attested to by Silicon Valley in California and the Dulles Corridor in Northern 
Virginia. 
 

Jerry P. Draayer, President & CEO 
Southeastern Universities Research Association 
Board Member, Jefferson Science Associates, LLC 

Management & Operating Contractor of the Thomas Jefferson National 
Accelerator Facility on behalf of the U.S. Department of Energy 
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The Southeastern Universities Research Association (SURA) is a consortium of over 60 leading research institutions in 
the southern United States and the District of Columbia established in 1980 as a non-stock, nonprofit corporation. 
SURA serves as an entity through which colleges, universities, and other organizations may cooperate with one 
another, and with government and industry in acquiring, developing, and using laboratories and other research 
facilities and in furthering knowledge and the application of that knowledge in the physical, biological, and other 
natural sciences and engineering. For more information, visit www.sura.org. 


