

September 2, 2005

From: Risa Palm, Provost

To:   Faculty and staff

The university is making heroic efforts to aid the victims of Hurricane
Katrina, and we can be justly proud of our work.  Not least among these
efforts is our commitment to provide educational opportunities for many
students in affected colleges and universities in New Orleans.  The
university has been admitting displaced students and may have several
thousand unanticipated enrollees by the end of our second week of classes.

While we continue to provide aid to hurricane victims, it is time to
re-commence our primary educational mission.  Classes will start on
Tuesday, September 6.  We expect that particularly at the beginning there
will be some adjustments and inconveniences.  Given the necessity of
adapting to unprecedented disruptions in the life of our state, I am
confident that you will display the adaptability, resourcefulness, and good
humor that have characterized this faculty over many years.

Here are some of the challenges you will face:

   We will publish a complete academic calendar soon for the fall semester,
   but it will generally push back all activities and deadlines by one
   week.  Fall break and Thanksgiving holiday will be in their original
   times, as will the registration period for spring semester.  At present,
   we expect final exam period to be one full week later than the published
   calendar.  We will confirm the new calendar in a few days.

   You are likely to have a number of "visiting students" from
   hurricane-affected universities in your classes.  They will be
   identified by the curriculum code, KTR.  These are students admitted
   under extraordinary circumstances and are not expected to be permanent
   LSU students.  To the extent that records were available for
   verification, we have admitted only those students who would otherwise
   have been qualified to enter or transfer into LSU.  UNO's records, for
   instance, have been unavailable to us.

   It is possible that some of the visiting students will be near
   graduation.  There is no intention that these students will graduate
   with an LSU degree.  Their home institutions have pledged to be liberal
   in interpretation of acceptable degree credits to be transferred from
   LSU.

   We are all used to a few cross-registration students entering our
   classes late, but there will be more of these this semester due to the
   late registration of displaced students from New Orleans universities.
   Some may have missed up to two weeks of classes.  We are counting on you
   to use good judgment in dealing with these students and making every
   effort to assist them in being successful this semester.  One possible
   strategy is that of peer-teaching; that is, the use of LSU continuing
   students to assist the late-entering students with coursework.

We are also adding sections of classes using volunteer faculty displaced
from UNO.  This is being handled very effectively by the offices of the
registrar, enrollment, the dean's offices, and departmental offices.  We
are grateful to our visiting colleagues from UNO to help with this
endeavor.

Please check the LSU web site for a great deal of information that is now
posted there about such things as volunteerism, the use of campus
facilities, safety, payroll and so forth.

Again, my thanks to you for sharing your talents and good will at this time
of unprecedented stress on the campus.

