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Statement by SURA
Washington, DC – Southeastern Universities Research Association, Inc. (SURA) has settled with the United States Department of Justice Civil Division an investigation relating to a federal contract between SURA and the Department of Energy (DOE).  The contract involves SURA’s operation and management of the Thomas Jefferson National Accelerator Facility, or JLab, a premier nuclear physics research laboratory that SURA built for DOE in the early 1980s and has since managed for DOE.

The investigation focused on differences between the government and SURA regarding recently adopted principles and guidelines that govern SURA’s reimbursement of certain expenses under the contract.  The differences turned on how to allocate certain overhead costs – called central office expenses – for reimbursement by DOE.  This subject also was the focus of a related qui tam lawsuit filed against SURA by a former employee.

SURA cooperated fully with the Justice Department during the course of its investigation.  The settlement resolves all aspects of the investigation, including the related qui tam lawsuit, to the mutual satisfaction of all parties.

SURA has enjoyed a 20 year relationship with DOE during which time the laboratory has consistently received the highest marks for its science and management practices.  JLab continues to deliver a world class science program.  

 # # #

The Southeastern Universities Research Association (SURA) is a consortium of over 60 leading research institutions in the southern United States and the District of Columbia established in 1980 as a non-stock, nonprofit corporation. SURA serves as an entity through which colleges, universities, and other organizations may cooperate with one another, government and industry in acquiring, developing, and using laboratories and other research facilities and in furthering knowledge and the application of that knowledge in the physical, biological, and other natural sciences and engineering. For more information, visit www.sura.org.
